Newsletter - 1992-05-21 by De la Garza, E.
University of Texas Rio Grande Valley 
ScholarWorks @ UTRGV 
Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers - 
Newsletters Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers 
5-21-1992 
Newsletter - 1992-05-21 
E. De la Garza 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.utrgv.edu/kikadelagarzanews 
 Part of the State and Local Government Law Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers - Newsletters, UTRGV Digital Library, The University of Texas – Rio 
Grande Valley 
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers at 
ScholarWorks @ UTRGV. It has been accepted for inclusion in Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers - Newsletters 
by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks @ UTRGV. For more information, please contact 
justin.white@utrgv.edu, william.flores01@utrgv.edu. 
KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT. TEXAS--------------......
102-1363 21 May 1992 Washington, DC
THE GRAPEVINE - Mention wine and most people think of France. But the
French wine industry might not be here today if it weren't for a little
help from Texas which is credited with saving the industry from the verge
of collapse.
In the 1800' s wileil the roots of French vines were being destroyed
by phylloxera at an alarming rate, the French turned to a Texan for help.
Pioneer viticulturalist T V Munson's (1843-1913) work on breeding and
grafting new grape varieties was recognized by the U S Department of
Agriculture and the authorities on viticulture in Montpellier, France
during the 19th century.
Answering the French call for help, Munson grafted French vines
onto phylloxera-resistant American rootstock, shipped the samples to France
and as a result saved the French wine industry. In 1888, Munson was awarded
the Chevalier du Merite Agricole in the Legion of Honor and was made an
honorary member of the Societie des Viticulteurs de France in appreciation
for his work.
More recently, Texas wines have been making a name for themselves
through the countless awards, medals and honors bestowed upon them in
wine competitions all over the world. The French connection still exists
in a variety of ways. Parts of Texas share the same ideal grape growing
climates as France; French vintners have offered their advice and counsel
to their Texas counterparts; and the French have even begun importing
Texas wine.
One Rio Grande Valley winery produced citrus wine for a few years,
While another in Del Rio became the only winery in Texas to stay open
during prohibition by producing jams and jellies, as well as sacramental
wine for the local Catholic Church.
Grape growing and wine production have become economic success stories
in numerous states throughout the country, but it hasn't been easy. This
past October, we held a hearing and invited interested parties to testify
before the House Agriculture Committee in order to determine which U S
Department of Agriculture programs were successful in assisting· and
(more)
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supporting the U S wine industry. It is my hope to conduct future hearings
to ensure the industry's fullest growth potential.
In case you're wondering, I am told that Texas Chenin Blancs and
Emerald Rieslings go best with Mexican food. It seems their sweetness
and fruity flavor balance the spiciness of the food. Only in Texas!
iF iF iF
FARMERS COUNT - What began in 1790 and has taken place
since? If you said the census, you're right. Although
of population is the most recent, a separate and more




The 1992 Agriculture Census,begun in 1840 and performed every 5
rather than 10 years, is a major source of facts about the structure of
the Nation:s production agriculture. It is the Nation:s only source of
comprehensive county-level data and is sought by land grant universities
for research projects to serve farmers; by farm organizations to evaluate
and analyze programs; and by lawmakers to help meet the changing needs
of the America's largest industry.
State and local governments use census data for planning rural
development, agricultural research, and extension programs. Congress
and Federal agencies use census data in drafting legislation and planning
programs that affect the industry. The census also provides much needed
data for current statistical series as the Gross National Product, Producer
Price Index and more.
Two important things to note about this agriculture census. First,
all those farm and ranch operators who receive a census form are required
by law to return their forms by February 1, 1993. Those not responding
by that date are contacted by mail or telephone. Second, the same law
which requires their participation, also protects the privacy of their
reports. Individual census report forms are confidential and cannot be
used for purposes of taxation, investigation, or regulation, and are exempt
from the Freedom of Information Act.
If you've ever completed one of these forms, you may also be interested
to know that the questions are compiled by many of your peers. Farmers,
ranchers, farm and ranch organizations, farm suppliers, land grant colleges,
and publishers of farm magazines.
A farm, for statistical purposes, is any place from which $1,000
or more of agricultural products were produced and sold, or normally would
have been sold during a census year.
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Recognizing the growing economic importance of Hispanic
S Small Business Administration (SBA) has begun airing
a Spanish-language public service radio announcement







Census data show exceptional growth in 'both the numbers and income
of Hispanic-owned businesses in the United Sta~es. Their business creation
numbers are up, their profi ts are up, their employment is up, and they
are moving beyond the traditional retail and service arenas into
manufacturing and wholesaling.
The SBA was created in 1953 to help small businesses get started,
stay in business, and grow. If you or someone you know is interesteq
in available assistance from SBA, please contact one of my offices.
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VISITORS FROM HOME - Cindy Swanberg of McAllen; Charlie Vaughn of Weslaco;
Anne Torres, Jose Najar, Alvilda Everett, Johnnie Cavazos, and F H & Tammy
Canales of Benavides; Jeanne Le Norman and Enriqueta Ramirez of Edinburg.
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